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Children Apply Research and Robotics to Explore the Future of Learning with  

FIRST ® LEGO® League (FLL®) “Animal Allies℠” Challenge 

Teams discover what can be done to improve how we learn  

in the 2016-17 FIRST LEGO League season 

FLINT, MI  – Creativity and science will come together at the FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL®) LEGO 

Fever II Tournament at Carman-Ainsworth Middle School, 1409 W. Maple Ave on Saturday, 

November 5th, where 21 teams of 9 to 11 year-old children and Coaches will demonstrate their 

problem-solving skills, creative thinking, teamwork, competitive play, sportsmanship, and sense of 

community. 
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This year’s “FLL Animal AlliesSM” Challenge calls for teams to research and present their own creative 

solutions to one of today’s most relevant topics: People and Animals Interactions. More than 267,000 

children in approximately 80 countries will teach us about the ways that People and animals interact. 

E.g. how people help animals and how animals help people Teams will develop their own innovative 

ways to help others understand the significant ways we can help each other and solve a problem(s) 

within today’s world as part of the FLL season Challenge. 

With missions that include: pushing a lever to open a door to learning, moving an idea outside of the 

box, loading a model with knowledge and skill loops, and more.  Teams will have to program their 

LEGO MINDSTORMS® robots to solve a set of missions on an obstacle course set on a thematic 

playing surface. 

ABOUT FIRST® 

Accomplished inventor Dean Kamen founded FIRST® (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 

Technology) in 1989 to inspire an appreciation of science and technology in young people. Based in 

Manchester, N.H., FIRST designs accessible, innovative programs to build self-confidence, knowledge, 

and life skills while motivating young people to pursue opportunities in science, technology, and 

engineering. With support from over 200 of the Fortune 500 companies and more than $20 million in 

college scholarships, the not-for-profit organization hosts the FIRST® Robotics Competition (FRC® ) for 

students in Grades 9-12; FIRST® Tech Challenge (FTC® ) for Grades 7-12; FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL®) 

for Grades 4-8; and Junior FIRST® LEGO® League (Jr.FLL®) for Grades K-3. Gracious 

Professionalism® is a way of doing things that encourages high-quality work, emphasizes the value of 

others, and respects individuals and the community. To learn more about FIRST, go to www.usfirst.org. 

To learn more about the “FLL WORLD CLASS℠” Challenge, go to www.FIRSTLEGOLeague.org. 

https://firstinspiresst01.blob.core.windows.net/fll/animal-allies-challenge-document.pdf
http://www.usfirst.org/aboutus/bio/dean-l-kamen
http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc
http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/ftc
http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/fll
http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/jr.fll
http://www.usfirst.org/aboutus/gracious-professionalism
http://www.usfirst.org/
http://www.FIRSTLEGOLeague.org
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ABOUT THE LEGO GROUP 

The LEGO Group is a privately held company based in Billund, Denmark. The company is still owned 

by the Kirk Kristiansen family who founded it in 1932.  

 

The LEGO Group is engaged in the development of children's creativity through playing and learning. 

Based on the world-famous LEGO® brick, the company today provides toys, experiences and 

teaching materials for children in more than 130 countries. 

For more information, visit www.LEGO.com. To learn more about FIRST LEGO League and FIRST, 

go to www.usfirst.org 

FIRST®, the FIRST® logo, FIRST® Robotics Competition, FRC®, FIRST® Tech Challenge, FTC®, Coopertition®, and Gracious 

Professionalism® are trademarks of the United States Foundation for Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology 

(FIRST®). LEGO® and MINDSTORMS® are registered trademarks of the LEGO Group. FIRST® LEGO® League, FLL®, Junior 

FIRST® LEGO® League, Jr.FLL®, FLL WORLD CLASSSM, and Jr.FLL THINK TANKSM are jointly held trademarks of FIRST and 

the LEGO Group. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2014 FIRST. All rights reserved.  
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